Mr. WESTMACOTT seconded Mr. Yearsley's proposal with regard to a definite scheme of hearing tests. He had always felt it a great difficulty in a clinic to get through the tests in anything like a satisfactory way, both as to the time occupied, the difference in the instruments used, and the results obtained in different hands. He thought it would be a very fitting termination to this discussion if such a subcommittee could be appointed to draw up a shortened form of testing so as to eliminate those cases which did not require intricate and final tests. That would result in a convenient standardization for the purposes of comparison of results of testing.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Hugh E. Jones) said he was very much struck with Mr. Scott's remark about psychical deafness, as that was a matter which had always strongly impressed him. He had concluded that there were very many cases which were not deaf in the ordinary sense at all, and one could not find out that they were either nerve-deaf or deaf from defect of conduction, but they appeared to be psychically deaf. Perhaps it was impossible to prove that.
Mr. SYDNEY SCOTT, in replying on the discussion, expressed his regret that Dr. Barr was not present to answer for what he was responsible in his paper. In his own paper his object had been to put before the Section certain statements and suggestions to provide a basis for discussion. He laid stress upon two points: One was that he considered all tones were better conducted by bone than by air, and that he still maintained, in spite of what had been said in the discussion. It meant that reliance on Rinne's test was likely to lead to fallacies, and he thought on fuller consideration it would be agreed that he had good reasons for saying what he did. He did not know whether Mr. Jenkins's remarks had been rightly understood by him, but he hoped to read what he said, and then he might refer again to the subject. He expressed his appreciation of Dr. Dundas Grant's remarks, as well as Mr. Yearsley's. He was very appreciative of what Mr. Jenkins said, and particularly what he had done, because it was largely through his suggestions that the model which he (Mr. Scott) had reconstructed could be shown that day. Mr. Jenkins was the pioneer of wax-plate work in the Otological Section, and members would know his fine model of the human labyrinth, which he believed was the first one of the kind which had been produced in this country. Those who worked with the monochord would find that bone-conduction was better than air-conduction. He placed great reliance on the steel monochord, and agreed with Mr. Yearsley with regard to the Edelmann-Galton whistle.
